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This paper explores how the current scenario of balancing great powers, convergence and 

hybridization of security threats, diminishes the capacity of liberal-democratic oriented states to 

maintain hegemony within the world order, and favors the rise of non-democratic powers. 

 

As the geopolitical order is undergoing changes that will reframe a new multipolar balance, 

states and democracies, in particular, will face increasing uncertainty regarding effective 

governance and the provision of rule of law to their populations.  

 

For instance, economic, technological, and social factors will push even more reactions from 

governments in their quest to promote not only growth and development within their societies, 

but also make sure that they preserve authority in their territory. 

 

The relation among those three factors is illustrated by technological advances (such as artificial 

intelligence and internet uses) that shape new markets and allow citizens to increase their social 

power vis à vis their governments. 

 

In order to strengthen the conditions for the continuity of liberal democracies as great powers, 

the paper proposes a mechanism to encourage strategies and actions for nations to achieve the 

goal to provide their communities with peaceful and inclusive environments for sustainable 

development based on the premises of freedom, respect of human rights, and a common attitude 

of shared responsibility in the face of security threats. The paper also presents recommendations 

on policy making regarding the use of future studies to promote international cooperation based 

on a sense of interdependence at national, regional and global levels, in order to achieve a real 

state not only of peace but also of genuine rule of law and structural and cultural non-violence. 

 

Outline 

1. The effects of democratization on great powers politics (non-traditional, non-military 

challenges) 

a. Economic 

b. Technological 

c. Social 

2. How those challenges impact the preservation of liberal values? A focus on governance 

issues. 

a. Current crisis of the “liberal world order” 

3. A practical case: US – China parallel evolution toward reaffirmation of their power. (I am 

still considering if the case study should be that one or to focus in Euro Atlantic relations 

NATO-Russia) 

 

 


