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International security threats are becoming increasingly complex, protracted, and interconnected 

as our world continues to globalize. Whereas once global security could be siloed into a matter 

of foreign and defence policy, challenges such as climate change, increased migration, protracted 

conflict, biological and chemical weapons, and food insecurity do not respect borders and have 

demonstrated the need for a growing interdependence between national and global policy. At the 

same time, we are seeing great powers becoming increasingly competitive and divisive, posing a 

serious challenge to the advancement of peace and security in a world that demands closer ties 

and cooperation.  

 

As the international security community struggles to deal with the new security environment, this 

project will demonstrate that it is in feminist knowledge and advocacy that solutions can be 

found. Feminist IR theorists and feminist security scholars have been demonstrating for decades 

that the discursive divide between domestic and international policy is an erroneous one; that we 

cannot understand the international without considering the domestic, and that the private, the 

public, and the personal are inextricably interlinked. A basic tenant of feminist analysis is that 

the supposed independence of domestic and international politics cannot be the basis for 

disciplinary boundaries. It is in this wisdom that the traditional security community can find 

solutions to their current challenges in a rich history of feminist work.   

 

At the same time, there has been growing concern from feminist scholars and practitioners that 

feminism and gender analysis are becoming increasingly instrumentalized in masculine and 

patriarchal policy and security structures. There are also tensions within feminist security and IR 

studies that the discipline is dominated by white, western women, and is not reflective of an 

intersectional approach nor does it embrace diverse understandings of peace and security, 

especially from the global south.  It would therefore seem that the potential opportunities for 

cross-collaboration and understanding are at an impasse between traditional security and feminist 

security work.  

 

Through a series of exploratory case studies and interviews, my research will deconstruct this 

supposedly dichotomous approach to international security, along with the current tensions 

within feminist security spaces.  It will demonstrate in detail how feminist approaches can help 

address the most pressing hard security challenges of today, while at the same time addressing 

feminist concerns about the patriarchal constructions of the international security apparatus itself.  

 

Exploratory Case Studies:  

• The Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict Initiative: Discursive Boundaries of Sexual 

Violence  

• Indigenous Understandings of Peace and Security: Where are Indigenous Women and 

Girls in the WPS agenda? 

• Security Council Resolution 2467: The WPS Agenda as a Battleground for Great Powers 

•  “ISIL Brides”: Gendered Understandings of Violent Extremism   

• Women in the Military: Unpacking Effectiveness 


